
  

SYRACUSE CHAPTER—NOVEMBER 2011 

ELFUN QUICK NOTES 2 
An occasional publication by the Syracuse Chapter of material that would not ordinarily be 

included in our regular newsletters. 

Holiday Party Reminder—Dick Enright reports that reservations for the 2011 Holiday Party are 
arriving at a steady clip. By the time you read this, you will have about one week before the reservation 
deadline which is November 28th. So if you want to attend and haven’t gotten your reservation in yet, better 
hurry. The flyer for the Holiday Party is included on page 2 of this newsletter 
 
Comments—In the first issue of this newsletter we solicited comments—favorable, unfavorable, neutral, 
you name it. And quite a few folks weren’t shy about making comments. To see what their comments look 
like, we’re including them on page 3. 
 
Elfun Survivor’s Guide—Back in 1996 GE published a planning guide for Elfuns to use in planning 
and preparing the key information for survivors or the executor of an estate to use in the event of a death. Rudy 
Benfy passed that document and some checklists on to me with the suggestion that they might be of enough 
interest that we might consider including them in a future edition of Quick Notes. Good suggestion Rudy, 
we’re including them beginning on page 4. 
 
Back Issues of GE NEWS—Courtesy of Paul Britton, Harold Britton’s son, we’ve received a 
donation of Hal’s collection of the local GE News dating back to 1946 and the MONOGRAM dating back to 
1961. While I haven’t had time to even begin sifting through the contents of three large boxes, there appears to 
be lots of interesting information spanning five decades of GE’s history in Syracuse. If anyone has any 
suggestions as to which systems/events I should look for as I begin to sift through the boxes, please let me 
know. 

 
Steve Auyer 
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HOLIDAY   PARTY 

Saturday, December 3, 2011 

 
Lake Shore Yacht and Country Club 

6777 Lakeshore Road 

Cicero, NY  13039 

 
 Appetizers 

 Flaming Shrimp Station 

 Passed Hors d’oeuvres 

 Dessert Station 

 Wine with dinner 

 Catered by Karen’s Catering as in the past 

 

Open Bar from 6pm to 7pm, Dinner at 7pm. 

 

Choice of Dinner Entrée: 

Prime Rib au jus with stuffed potato 

Reservations:  Name(s)  ___________________________________________ 

 

   Phone:  ___________________________________________ 

 

   Entrees:                   _______ Prime Rib        _______ Chicken        _______ Sole 

 

Mail to:  Richard Enright    Make checks payable to “Elfun Society”. 

   113 Patricia Drive    Reservations must be received no 

   North Syracuse, NY  13212  later than Monday, November 28th. 
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COMMENTS: 
 
Mal Clark - I think it's a good idea.  The Millman story brought back memories.  George and I joined GE on 
the same day, July 14, 1952, Bastille Day, at the Advanced Electronic Center in Ithaca.  I can't think of 
anyone more unlikely than George to have such an adventure.  My memory is that he had a card identifying 
him as a colonel in the Air Force (for business purposes) and that gave him a lot of explaining to do. I can't 
remember if I'm one who opted for the newsletter by E-mail or not. If I didn't, please make the change. 
 
Bob Murfitt - This great stuff. It's about time. Give us a lot of flexibility. Congratulations 
 
Lee Leinweber - We used to live in DeWitt before retiring from GE.  Expecially enjoyed the World Trade 
Center article on the lady in DeWitt and her persistence.  This type of extra newsletter is a great idea.  
Please keep it up. 
 
Gary Gates - Nice idea.  Very interesting reading. 
 
John Buchta - I would read a monthly or whatever issue of more Quick Notes.  A thumbs-up vote. 
 
Jerry Stewart - Some interesting material --- worth receiving 
 
Don Caverly - Steve, Your new method of sending information is a great idea. Please continue the process. 
Thanks for all the effort you expend keeping us informed. 
 
Don MacLaughlin - Thanks, Steve.  I trust and hope that you will get a good number of responses and that 
they will all (or nearly all) be most favorable. 
 
Nick Gullotta - I like the idea. Interesting items come by sooner & are easy to save. Would like to see more 
 
Dick Martin -  I enjoyed the Quick-Notes very much...it allows a more in-depth read of stories which we 
might not otherwise see. 
 
Doug Currie - This Quick Notes publication was interesting. It is a good way to see articles perhaps not 
published in tne local newspaper or other publication we might read. 
 
Ray Forastiero - Great idea! I especially like the Headlines listing. 
 
John Knapp - Interesting I would say keep it up. Your story about the Hi jacking was interesting. You had 
to be terrified and very lucky. This little tale can not come close to your story , but you may find it 
interesting. Mort Fox and Myself were flying to San Francisco in the early 80's. The pilot anounced that we 
were going to be a half hour late and I thought that was strange as we took off on time and that airport never 
seemed overly busy. i had a window seat and noticed that we were over the bay and on approach. That was 
shortly after the delay notice. The flaps were not down and we were going in fast, also strange. The stews 
then made a sick joke about keeping the seat belts on as we were going to be stopping fast and she did not 
want anybody to go flying up the aisle and into the cockpit. As we got off the plane and into the tunnel two 
plain clothes guys grabbed a passenger about 5 ahead of us. Once in the terminal Mort and I were 
questioned if We  noticed anyone acting up and We had not. We later found out that this passenger had 
handed the stew a note stating that he had a bomb and if we went below 10 K ft it was going to blow up. 
My guess was that the pilot probably decided either on his own or with ground discussion to go in, thus the 
high speed landing. Most likely we were well below the 10 k level when the note was handed in. That made 
me think every time I got on a plane after that episode. With all of us flying as much as we did I suspect 
that there are more war stories out there. 
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